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Sunday Worship 
 This is the only reference in the Gospels to the boyhood of Jesus suggesting that his life evolved from infancy to adulthood like 
the rest of humanity. In case you, like early Christians, may have wondered, the developmental view of Jesus suggests a normal person 
who had to learn things like walking and talking and, no doubt, the meaning of his faith.  
 “Infancy Gospels,” mostly from the third or fourth centuries, have been uncovered that wildly speculate about a boy magician 
who behaves like a monster in a Stephen King novel. He plays tricks on friends and magically changes the length of boards in the 
carpenter shop. In one story, “super boy” makes twelve clay birds (twelve apostles?) for playthings on the Sabbath. When drawing the 
attention of the censors for violating of the Law of Sabbath, he breathed on the toys, and they came to life and flew away. The stories 
are apocryphal (hidden), at best, and perhaps more accurately identified as pseudopigrapha (false writings). If anything, the discovery 
of these “apocryphal” Gospels should enhance our confidence in the early Christian focus on the Four Gospels in our New Testament.  
 Luke’s account of the boy Jesus in the Temple may have come out of some of early speculative literature, but it contains none 
of the offensive play on magic. Luke prefers to focus on the early wisdom of the child and special insight into the meaning of the Jewish 
Torah. Craddock believes that the primary purpose of Luke is to demonstrate the Jewish roots of Jesus. The Gospel begins in the 
Temple with the priest Zechariah; the parents observe the law of circumcision on the eighth day in the dedication of their child. At the 
age of twelve, the child Jesus has come to the Temple at the dawn of his physical adulthood like a Bar Mizvah, for affirmation as a “son 
of the Law.”  
 Like you, Jesus was born with a mission that he had to grow into, accept, and life out. Like every child of God, Jesus became who 
he was both because of his parents and in spite of his parents.  Text: Luke 2:41-52. 
   

Prayer Concerns 
 Available to members.  .    
 
 
 
 



Christmastide Choir Festival 
  Everyone is invited to the Second Annual Community Christmastide Festival at the Oak Ridge Unitarian Universalist Church this 
Sunday night, January 1 at 6:00 p.m. Choirs from five area churches, including First Presbyterian Church, Grace Covenant, Grace 
Evangelical Lutheran, Norris Religious Fellowship and the Unitarian Universalist Church, will each share two carols or pieces of music, 
interspersed with congregational carol singing. This is an excellent opportunity to enjoy beautiful music and greet friends from 
neighboring congregations. Please bring a food item for the reception that will follow the music.    
 

Major Workday to Organize Our Stuff 
 The building at Adams Lane has been cleared and cleaned. All of our worldly possessions are in boxes at Trinity, waiting to be 
sorted and stored in their appropriate places. We will have a work day on Monday, beginning at 10:00 a.m. Please plan to come and 

ive us a couple of hours of your time as we organize the building and prepare for fulltime life and ministry at Trinity.  g  
   

 Last Call: Adams Lane Keys 
 Please place your key to Adams Lane in the offering plate on Sunday morning or give it to one of the Dipboyes. We will be turning 
them over to Bob Parks, our previous landlord, early next week. 
 

Wednesday Dinners: Now at Trinity 
 Beginning this week, our Wednesday evening dinners and activities will take place at Trinity. The lower parking lot will be reserved 
for those who are somewhat limited in mobility. Everyone else is encouraged to park on the upper level and access fellowship hall via 
the walkway (3 steps) between the two buildings. If you have any concerns about navigating the lower parking lot on food or by car, 
please check with one of the pastors, and we will arrange transportation from the upper lot. 
 

Heifer and Bread for the World Christmas Gifts 
 This Sunday will be the last Sunday to make a donation to our annual collections for Heifer International and Bread for the 
World. 
 

Centering Prayer Group 
      The Centering Prayer group will meet in the chapel this Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Newcomers are welcome as we seek to greet a new 
year of quiet meaning and celebration.   
 

 GCC Worship Services Online 
  To watch a service online, click http://www.gracecovenantoakridge.net/worship.html  or  www.vimeo.com/gccor .   
      

January Birthday 
January 5  Ginny Eyman 

 

Grace Volunteers 

Wednesday Dinner Clean-up 
January 4  The Edwards 
January 11  Susan & Judy Parrish 
 

Sunday Morning Greeters 
January 1  need volunteers 
January 8  Jerre Vandagriff 

Calendar 
Weekly GCC Calendar 

     Sundays           9:30 a.m.  Centering Prayer            10:30 a.m.  Fellowship                                             11:00 a.m.   Worship 
     Wednesdays         5:30 p.m . Fellowship Dinner                 6:30 p.m. Reflections                                               7:30 p.m.  Grace Chorale 
  

 January 1 Christmastide Choir Festival @ O.R. Unitarian Universalist Church (6 p.m.) 
January 2 Work day at the church (10:00 a.m.) 
January 11 All Church Commission Meetings (6:30 p.m.) 
January 16  Leadership Council Meeting (11:00 a.m.) 
January 25 Congregational Meeting (6:30 p.m.) 
Sundays  LUAPA worship service (1:30 p.m.) 
Monday and Thursday evenings-- LUAPA music practice and class 
 

http://www.gracecovenantoakridge.net/worship.html
http://www.vimeo.com/gccor


The Poetry of Christmas                                                                                                       John 1:1-14 
sermon digest                                                                             December 25, 2011                                                                       larry dipboye 
 On my birthday this year I received an email from my older sister detailing the event of my birth. I was fascinated by the perspective 
of a seven-year-old child and grateful beyond measure for dimensions of the story that I had never heard before. In search of work, our 
family had made a home in Hobbs, New Mexico; but they spent the summer of 1939 in my grandparents’ overcrowded house in rural 
Oklahoma, waiting for the baby. Mother needed to be near her mother and wanted old Dr. Dean to manage the birth. My sisters had to 
spend the afternoon in the home of Aunt Ocie, Grandmother’s sister, but were not told why. “Back then,” she observed “babies just 
appeared, but children were definitely not told how or why. Very few at the time, were born in the hospital. I can remember looking you 
over and being excited that I had a baby brother.”  
 The gift of memory was the best birthday present ever. As our family grew, every year on our children’s birthdays we could expect a 
“happy birthday” phone call from their maternal grandparents. Always the call included a memorial of the day. Michelle was born on 
January 20. I dare say that she could recount today the details right down to the moment when Grandpop slipped and fell on the ice. 
The gift of memory was a wonderful tradition that says, “your coming into the world was historic, an event worth remembering.”  
 Something of that message comes through in the Christmas stories of Matthew and Luke. Mark is silent about the birth. Perhaps the 
stories were not known to Mark, or possibly he did not see their importance. Matthew and Luke seemed to have had a copy of Mark on 
the desk as they wrote, but they each decided to include a birth story, our only source for Christmas.  
 I can’t help but believe that the author of John’s Gospel was aware of the birth stories, but he chose to take another approach to the 
beginning of the gospel. Instead of a slant on history, “while Quirinius was governor of Syria,” John looked beyond history to the 
beginning of beginnings: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. . . . And the Word 
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.” Matthew and 
Luke chose to write in prose of events within the range of human memory with  interludes of commentary. John’s message is sheer 
poetry. In fact, the best scholars believe that he combined and edited two known poems to reach beyond the range of human memory 
to the ultimate moment of God’s act of creation. Like Genesis, the poetry of John’s Prologue reaches beyond the science of birth or the 
facts of history in the way that only poetry can do.  
 The gospel of Christmas is art rather than science. We need to put aside arguments over the virginal conception of Jesus, 
angelic visitors, and a star guiding the magi. The classical art of music and painting as well as the amateur productions of nativity 
scenes and Christmas cantatas do more to proclaim the truth of God in Christ than any of our intellectual pursuits of fact. The story of 
Christmas is more art than history, and the emotional level of music and drama are the ideal media for proclaiming the birth of Messiah. 
In their own way, all of the Gospels got it right.  
 Even the prosaic stories of Matthew and Luke come in images that reach beyond the crass marketplace of facts. If we allow the 
music of Advent to flow through Matthew and Luke as we would listen to the movements of a symphony, the revelation of God in Christ 
begins to fly on wings of song. Advent begins with the distant beat of the Old Testament prophets and the struggle of Israel. The 
subdued, personal tones of a flute present the visitation of angels announcing the purpose of God in the birth of John and Jesus. The 
soft solos of preparation are interrupted by the mighty sound of a heavenly chorus singing the Gloria at the birth of the Christ. Then, 
turning to Matthew, brass announces the visitation of magi from the East and the mysterious strains of the oboe warn of Herod’s threat. 
The rush of the strings follows the flight of the Holy Family to Egypt and, back to Luke, develop into a melodious background for the 
Temple visitation with Simeon and Anna. 
 John seems to hear the music best. John actually begins with hymns that had been around for awhile. Jews had borrowed the 
hymns to the Eternal Logos from Hellenic Jews and identified the Greek Logos with the Jewish Word of God in creation. Reginald Fuller 
observed that everything in the hymn up to verse fourteen could have come from Hellenic Judaism. But the single statement, “The 
Word became flesh” was only possible within Christianity and only as a result of the encounter with the Jesus of history. The barrier 
between God and the people made in the divine image has become a door. Jesus is Emmanuel, “God with us.”  
 Logos the Word reveals the nature of God. The nature of God is revealed in Jesus of Nazareth. The God above and beyond us is 
also God with us. The holiness of God is God’s otherness–other than creation,  other than humanity.  God is not a good ole’ boy that we 
can slap on the back and allow into our world at our wish and whim. God is the author of creation. Long before anyone’s birth, this was 
God’s world.  
 The first principle of worship is to come in reverence before the Almighty. Moses took off his shoes at the burning bush because he 
stood in the presence of God. The Prophets radically opposed images of God which suggested any similarity to things created. The first 
principle of life for the Jews in the Decalogue was, “no other gods before me.” But nothing could be more repugnant to the Greek mind 
than that the eternal Logos could become mortal human flesh. Nothing could be more difficult for the Jewish theology than the 
suggestion that God has come to us in human flesh. Yet John brought the hymn to its highest idea, and the refrain of Advent has 
become: “the Word became flesh and lived among us.” 
 Logos the Word reveals the true human nature. The truth about people in general, about you in particular, is reflected in the 



mirror of the man Jesus. We can judge people by the evil which dominates our news, and our judgments become a condemnation of 
the Creator as well as ourselves. If the truth of human nature is reflected in the behavior of the tyrants of history like Hitler or Gaddafi, 
God help us! The Incarnation of God in Christ sets a new standard for human possibility. What if God really made all of us to be like 
Jesus? What if we began to think of ourselves and to impress upon our children that we are the Body of Christ intended to reflect God 
in our nature, that we are the children of our Heavenly Father, and Jesus is our brother.   
 On Christmas morning, we worship God in celebration of the story, an event that gave meaning to all of history, and more.  The 
coming of Christ was the ultimate act of God, comparable only to the creation of the world. The Word became flesh and dwelled among 
us. 
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